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“Books are sometimes windows, offering views of worlds that may be real or imagined, familiar or strange. These 
windows are also sliding glass doors, and readers have only to walk through in imagination to become part of whatever 
world has been created and recreated by the author. When lighting conditions are just right, however, a window can also 
be a mirror. Literature transforms human experience and reflects it back to us, and in that reflection we can see our own 
lives and experiences as part of the larger human experience. Reading, then, becomes a means of self-affirmation, and 
readers often seek their mirrors in books.” - Rudine Sims Bishop  
 
"Stories have two different purposes. One, stories act as a window into somebody else's life; and the second one is they 
act as a mirror into your own. And I think that needs to be true for everybody — every aspect of American society, every 
corner of American society has to have stories that are mirrors and stories that are windows." - Gene Luan Yang, 
referencing Bishop  
 
“Humans don’t make our stories, it’s stories that make us human. It’s not until we know the stories of each other that we 
embrace our humanity. When I know the stories of my people and my culture, that’s when I become human myself.” - 
Ezra Hyland, in part paraphrasing Amiri Baraka.  
 
To prepare for 8th grade ELA, you should choose one book that serves as a window for you and one that serves as a 
mirror. You may choose any two fiction or nonfiction books that interest you. I encourage you to spend some time 
looking at book reviews and suggested reading lists online and at your local library.  A suggested book list from the 
Chattanooga Public Library can be found at this link: https://chattlibrary.org/summer-reading/  
 
Written Response (you only need to complete one written response, but make sure to discuss both books) 
Please respond to the first set of questions below before you read, and the last set of questions after you read. There’s 
no length requirement, but a rising 8th grade student should be able to answer these questions in a total of three to six 
well-constructed paragraphs, making sure to provide ample explanations and examples. Think of this as a 
journal/reflection, not a formal essay. It can be handwritten or typed. Be prepared to share what you learned about 
others and about yourself during a class discussion upon our return to school. 

1. Before you read: Which book have you chosen as your window? Why would you like to learn more about this 
topic, issue, culture, situation, or experience? Which book have you chosen as your mirror? Which aspect/s of 
the story do you predict will reflect your own life and experiences?  

2. After you read: What did your window book enable you to learn about the topic, issue, culture, situation, or 
experience? What did your mirror book teach you or affirm for you about yourself? 

Grading 
Upon our return to school, I will read what you’ve written to help me get to know you and your current writing skill and 
style. I won’t be formally grading this assignment. However, I will keep your work on file during the first quarter and will 
use this assignment as extra credit points, or to help offset a zero—whichever you need. 
 
Standards 
8.RL.RRTC.10 Read and comprehend a variety of literature at the high end of the grades 6-8 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently. 
8.SL.CC.1 Prepare for collaborative discussions on 8th grade level topics and texts; engage effectively with varied 
partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing one’s own ideas 
8.W.RW.10 Write routinely over extended time frames and shorter time frames for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 
purposes, and audiences. 
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